
October 13, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Families of Peabody Elementary School, 
  
On September 29, I shared the news that our building experienced flooding and water damage. I realize 
that this is a significant event for our community and there are many questions about the building that 
we love. I am writing today with a few updates about what happened, ongoing structural evaluations 
within the building, and what you can expect in the coming weeks.   
 
The Department of General Services (DGS) has completed its immediate review of the incident and 
determined that a portion of the third-floor ceiling collapsed, compromising a water pipe that led to 
flooding on the 3rd floor and parts of the floors below. This initial report also concluded that although 
finishes sustained damage, it is unlikely that the flooding caused any deterioration of the main structural 
elements of the building.  
 
Currently, our building remains closed while we work in partnership with specialized DGS contractors to 
complete further analysis in the building. Following the completion of these additional assessments, our 
next steps will be to begin planning for the reinforcement, repair, and replacement of building materials 
affected by the pipe failure and resulting water damage. It’s critical to me that this important work is 
done thoroughly to ensure a safe reopening of the building, and I’m grateful for the diligence of our 
partners. 
 
Looking ahead, many of you may be wondering about the building’s ability to open in-person learning 
classrooms for selected PK3 through Kindergarten students at the start of Term 2 on November 9. Due 
to the extent of the damage, the building will not be a suitable environment for students and staff to 
return to in November. However, we have a plan in place and are in the process of making 
accommodations to collocate at Watkins Elementary. As we transition to serving Peabody students at 
Watkins, we will continue to follow all health and safety protocols outlined for building readiness, 
including proper social distancing, providing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), and appropriate 
hygiene supplies.  
 
Communicating home about issues that impact our school community is critical to maintaining strong 
partnerships with families. I will continue to engage parents and families throughout this process, and I 
remain committed to sharing updates with you as I receive information.  
 
Thank you for your continued patience and support as we address the depth of this situation. Please 
contact me via email at MScott.Berkowitz@k12.dc.gov if you have any questions. 
  
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
MScott Berkowitz 
Principal, Peabody Watkins Elementary School 

https://dcpsreopenstrong.com/health/buildings/
mailto:MScott.Berkowitz@k12.dc.gov

